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May 11,2000 .

My Ketth Jouss
USDA-AMS-TM-NOP
Room 2945- South Building
PO Boxd6a56 =
‘Washington, D.C. 20090-6456

DearMr. Jouw= - - -

Tam writing to support the petirion of JR Woods requesting the aflowsnoe of Potassivm

Hydruxide as &' processiitg aid 16 peel.peaches during the production of Fadividually Quick

Frozen (IQF) organic peachen. Stouyfield Farm iz the Izrgest menufasticer of organic yogute FERN
in the nation. We have o reputation far quality and. fir spholding organic stadards, We have o
been racpontible for bringing to market uany v gauiv Iygredienz thay were prcviously used .
non-organically under the allowance of * not comuercialty availeble”™. L.

""Stonyfield Farm seg organic peaches fn severa) ot‘o&r' yogm-tpfoduﬁs. mi)mm%iﬁm on :hc
moflhmndumﬂy&vxidafmﬁeclhgpq&chuwhﬂdplaceadgniﬁumbmﬂm(_m . -
" Stonyfeld Farm and the-inamdisctuze of our quelity prodocts. o )

- Natignally, '_ybxmiathemmdmmrpopuhrﬂnwrofaﬂmnmpyogum[uﬂcr.
snawbcny),.Oneofmelaychmuixﬁegofahighmﬁlyﬁuhmthebmﬁumyom
is:wdphceidmﬁty.mtmmwmmumpmupdpuchh:mmhfoam .
Because the peacll skin hax g different textire and consistency the fiuit, it oreatesa

. chcwymss‘thatisndtmephblcﬁlmFO_B proghuiot. Peeled peaches are absolutely essential
ina.qmlitypcmh,l-‘onyo'gmt.Wemnlmusing:hepeuh.pimsinvarb]gndadmurts—u
flavored hase with suspended faus pieces, . ’ . .

. Stouyfiel Paym supperts the allowsnoe afPomssitx;nH)wuﬁde'meecﬁngmpé:hes
fer the following remsons; g ) ! s ' .
., Illl'l!lnmﬂleluﬁiu, ) - : et l.

The stanrewdy allow for the wse of Pomagivam Bydroxids ua » pruassing atd “expepr
%or the poeling of fivits and vegetables”.. For those fruits and vagetablea where there is an
dmﬁv;swhmmemgofrmbddmitismpnbhﬂmm .
Hydraxide not be ajlowed. I cannor vwever, see the logic as to why it is prohibited as a
processing nid for fruits where thete is not an alemntive- as 16 the case with pesches. k

* Informerfan Rescarces Loe. (IRY),52 wesk eoding March 25, 2001
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- I!_{Woodhsdmiydumuxﬁwdagoodfnﬁﬁzﬁénhmaﬁhgzhumﬁy:‘ped .
'.movaupmm.ummmmnsmntsﬂqorydmﬁwpthcmquwsim
f’fydmxidcformvm' 8 the pocls from peaches, while maintiin, i the strucnural imvegrity

* - Tho Potassinm Hydrnxide s net present in the final produet.
:  Jnthe application of removing peach peels, the Potassim Bydroiide i clearly 8 -
Processing 4id and not present in the final product, Ir is cascaded over fruit imd
. mh-wmﬂmruwmwa neatralizes the acid
- wastrwater, As JR Wood woujd be treating their wastewater with d seutralizing agent
rapprdless, the Pomssiam Hydroxide used in the peel removal pracess is in essence a
“oredit” ngnﬁxgtohmﬁn;lsdntvmldqth:rwinbblmdluﬂhﬂhrﬂ,‘&:pmm;
" does wot resiilt in a‘mw_h'd_imicdmggmunﬁzingmmﬁsm

< e

.m.wwdsmmugmdflﬂhh;rﬁigtédmlopoﬁﬁ, vacses 10 removs peach

peels. Theyr will contigire to work on ajtemative methods. Ri'ghtmw‘itisum‘mﬂyapccpfed
"orgenie practice tn yse Potassim Hydroxide to remove peach peols. Toremave this' -

sllowance, would leave us without an slemative for one of the mogt populir flavers of yopurt. .

mhbcvuymonmmmaqmg. Wh':wisitaccépiablc',il 2 processing aid fir some )

For all ziemmﬂoualymm.rmmmum&cmamw g

- Processinig aid to peel peaches duting the production of IQF ocgaaic peackes. Thack yorrfor
._Sz'nmel—y,. ; ', ~

ﬁmcy'B.iEmhbug T
Director of Netural Resources




